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2022-2023 COLLEGE SIGNINGS

NAME OF PLAYER HIGH SCHOOL
Gavin Collins Northridge
Trevor Yoder Northridge

Eva fisher Northridge
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TinCaps Win Third Straight on Road

PEORIA, lll. -- The Fort Wayne TinCaps won
their third consecutive game on the road
Tuesday night, drubbing the Peoria Chiefs (St.
Louis Cardinals affiliate), 11-4, at Dozer Park.

Left fielder Corey Rosier led the offense with
a career-high four RBIs, as well as a season-
high four hits. The left-handed batter
smacked an opposite-field, bases-clearing
double in the top of the third inning against
No. 16 Cardinals prospect Austin Love to give
the 'Caps (12-13, 39-52) a 3-0 lead, and they
never looked back.

Fort Wayne built its advantage up to 6-0 in
the sixth as designated hitter Matthew
Acosta drove in a pair with a double and cen-
ter fielder Robert Hassell lll added an RBI
groundout.

Meanwhile, TinCaps starter Jackson Wolf was
excellent. The 6-foot-7 lefty limited Peoria (10
-15, 38-53) to just one hit and a walk over five
scoreless innings with three strikeouts.

Ahead 6-3 in the eighth, the 'Caps poured it
on with four more runs. Catcher Brandon
Valenzuela spanked a two-run double, first
baseman Cole Cummings, who had a three-
hit game, tacked on an RBI single, and Rosier
did as well. Cummings provided another RBI
hit in the ninth that upped it to 11-3.

Vincennes Volleyball signs second Turkish middle blocker of 2022 re-
cruiting class

VINCENNES, Ind. — The 2021 Region 24 Champion Vincennes Universi-
ty Volleyball team made another big addition with the signing of middle
blocker Nisa Salis from Ankara, Turkey.

Salis is the second Trailblazer signee from Ankara in this year’s recruiting
class, following Tuana Turhan who signed with Vincennes in May.

Salis is a six-foot-one inch middle blocker who played at Kecioren Private
Etlik Anatolian High School and Turkey, while also playing on the
Karayollari Sports Ankara Club Team.

“Nisa is an athlete who loves the game of volleyball and communicates
with her teammates well,” Nisa’s Club Coach Burak Comert said. “As a
middle blocker, she is a successful and disciplined athlete who has high
offensive power, tries to perform the task given to her in the game in the
best way possible and makes a positive contribution to the team and her
friends in matches and training with her energy and ambition in the game.
I wish her success in both her academic and volleyball career in this new
path she has drawn for herself.”

Nisa is the daughter of Kemal and Namik Salis and plans to major in Psy-
chology while at Vincennes University.

“Volleyball wise I really wanted to tap into the country of Turkey because
volleyball is becoming really big there,” VUVB Head Coach Gary Sien
said. “Over the past 10 years Turkey has been one of the rising powers in
the sport internationally and much like everywhere else, it doesn’t happen
by accident, these athletes have to be brought up and Nisa and Tuana are
both products of that system.”

“That has been something that I have been keeping my eye on since I’ve
been at VU, is looking at international students and where internationally
to find the best players,” Sien added. “We happened to have an open posi-
tion still available and we were looking for the best player still available
and Nisa was still available.”

“Nisa has had some NCAA Division I schools looking at her, so that
should give an idea of the level of play that she has,” Sien said. “She is
also coming in at a position that we only have one returner coming back,
so it is nice that we are able to bring in an experienced middle. Interna-
tional players typically can play most anywhere on the floor, because of
the level of training and having fewer substitutions. It’s nice to bring those
types of players in. Not just players who can play more than one position,
but can play multiple positions well.”

“We expect Nisa to be trained extremely well coming in and we saw on
her videos her blocking ability,” Sien added. “In those countries and in
that part of the world players have such high understanding of blocking
because they are used to trying to stop high-level Division I hitters. Her
technique looks very good but it’s also the philosophy of going to get the
ball at the net and to score on a block that really stands out. As well as
being able to take away part of the court and help funnel the ball to our
defenders.”

The Vincennes University Athletic Department is excited to welcome Nisa
Salis to the 2022 Trailblazer recruiting class.



Thomas, Wabash Team Earn USTFCCCA Academic Honors

7/26/2022 | Track and Field

Rising senior Reis Thomas was named a 2022 NCAA Division Ill Men's All-Academic Athlete by the U.S. Track and Field and
Cross Country Coaches Association, announced earlier in July by the organization. The USTFCCCA also recognized the Wabash
College squad as a 2022 All-Academic Team for its performance in the classroom.

Thomas, a Spanish major with a 3.667 cumulative GPA, ranked 29" among NCAA Division Ill competitors in the men's discus
throw with a top mark of 49.45 meters (162 feet, 3 inches) during the 2022 outdoor season.

The Wabash team received USTFCCCA All-Academic Team recognition after posting a 3.11 cumulative team grade point aver-
age.

Student-athletes must complete the season with a minimum 3.30 cumulative grade point average. Honorees must also finish
the season ranked in the top-50 in individual track and field events for either the indoor or outdoor seasons, or compete as a
member of a top-35-ranked relay team.

Teams must achieve at least a 3.10 cumulative grade point average for all student-athletes who used a season of eligibility for
the 2021-2022 indoor and outdoor track and field seasons to receive All-Academic Team honors.

NORMAN, Okla. - The Golf Coaches Association of America announced its Outstanding Team Aca-
demic Award recipients on July 25, and the Purdue Fort Wayne men's golf team earned the Presi-
dents Special Recognition honor for the second year in a row.

The Presidents Special Recognition award is given to men's golf teams that have a team GPA over
3.50. The Mastodons were one of 36 Division | programs to earn the honor. The 'Dons had a
team GPA of 3.66.

The Mastodons were one of three Horizon League programs to collect the Presidents Special
Recognition. Detroit Mercy (3.64) and Green Bay (3.71) were the other two programs from the
Horizon League represented.

Academically, the Mastodons were led by Tyler Green, Brett Seward, Kasey Lilly and
Hunter Mefford, who were all recently named GCAA All-America Scholars.


http://sports.wabash.edu/services/go.ashx/c818e005-2a2a-48f0-a8e5-a7dcffaabba4?elinkdata=368552
http://sports.wabash.edu/services/go.ashx/0926cf5e-7d2e-4aca-ae54-d92411c563a5?elinkdata=368552

FORT WAYNE, Ind. - Purdue Fort Wayne women's soccer head coach Jason Burr has announced
that Josh Routte and Anna Haub have joined his staff. Routte will assume an assistant coach posi-
tion and Haub will be a volunteer assistant.

Routte spent the 2021 season working with the Mastodon men's soccer team, which he will con-
tinue to do in 2022. He coached the Mastodon defense to its best goals against average since
the 'Dons moved Division | in 2001.

"We are excited to add the caliber of Josh's coaching to our staff for the upcoming season," Burr
said. "With his high-level playing background, in addition to the work he has done with goal-
keepers at the collegiate and club levels, it was a natural fit for him to begin working with our
program and he will add tremendous value to our team."

Prior to joining the Purdue Fort Wayne men's soccer staff, Routte spent two seasons as the assis-
tant coach for NCAA Division Ill Manchester's women's soccer team. With the Spar-

tans, Routte helped develop two-time All-Heartland Collegiate Athletic Conference Honorable
Mention Adelle Stanko. Routte was the interim head coach for five matches in 2020-21.

Routte has been the Director of Goalkeeping at the Fort Wayne Sport Social Club since March of
2019, and has served as the head coach for multiple teams in the organization. He has also been
an assistant coach and keepers' coach for Fort Wayne FC. In the same position at Canterbury
High School, he led his team to 11 shutouts and a state runner-up finish.

Before his time in the Summit City area, Routte was the goalkeeper coach for the Zanesville Arse-
nal Soccer Club in Ohio and was a managing member for 614 Ultimate Goalkeeper, LLC.

Routte was the starting goalkeeper and captain for Muskingum University, where he started in
41 games and racked up 203 saves in his career. He graduated in 2018 with a degree in sports
administration.

Haub comes to Purdue Fort Wayne after a decorated career at Division |l Concordia St. Paul from
2016-19.

"I have known Anna since she was a youth player back in lllinois," Burr said. "She is one of the
most genuine and caring people | know and | am certain she will be able to help our players as
they navigate their journey as student-athletes. Anna had a highly decorated career as a player
and her passion about the game of soccer, and giving back to others, is going to be a huge addi-
tion to our team going into this fall."

Haub played nearly 6,000 minutes of collegiate soccer, which was capped off with a Northern
Sun Intercollegiate Conference Defensive Player of the Year honor. She was a D2CCA All-Region
First Team and a two-time All-Academic Team pick. She helped lead the Golden Bears to the sec-
ond round of the NCAA Tournament with a PK to beat Northeastern State in a shootout. Anna is



PURDUE BASEBALL’S HILDEBRAND, WENDELL SIGN AS MINOR LEAGUE FREE AGENTS /// JULY 26, 2022

WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. (PurdueSports.com) — Eric Hildebrand and Wyatt Wendell are moving to professional baseball as the Chica-
go White Sox and Arizona Diamondbacks signed the Purdue pitchers to minor league free agent deals.

Hildebrand and Wendell join Jackson Smeltz and Curtis Washington Jr. as Boilermakers moving on to affiliated professional base-
ball from the 2022 team. Smeltz and Washington were drafted by the San Diego Padres and Seattle Mariners last week.

After being 40 rounds for more than 50 years, the MLB Draft was limited to 20 rounds again this year. That has led to more free-
agent signings following the draft. A year ago, it was Purdue’s Zac Fascia (Cleveland Guardians) and Calvin Starnes (New York Yan-
kees) that signed as minor league free agents after the draft.

Wendell pitched for the West Virginia Black Bears of the MLD Draft League this summer. He was recognized for having an elite spin
rate (2,922 RPM) on his curveball in data released by the MLB Draft League in June. By signing a pro deal, he opted to forgo his
final season of collegiate eligibility at Purdue. However, Hildebrand, Smeltz, Washington and Wendell all graduated high school in
2018.

Hildebrand was recognized as part of Purdue’s 2022 senior class and is in line to earn his bachelor’s degree in supply chain and
sales engineering technology in December.

Smeltz and Washington are also officially moving on to pro ball, signing with the organizations that drafted them. After graduating
in May, Smeltz was expected to sign. Washington opted to pursue his professional opportunity in the Mariners organization, forgo-
ing a final season of college eligibility at Purdue.

Minor League Baseball’s new-look rookie leagues debuted last year and feature teams playing games at the organization’s spring
training facilities in Arizona and Florida. Wendell and Hildebrand are likely to begin their pro careers there. The Diamondbacks and
White Sox both have affiliates in the Arizona Complex League.

With the new quartet becoming professionals, Purdue has 15 alumni playing pro ball this summer. Alum Nick Dalesandro (2016-
18) is at the Double-A level in the Diamondbacks system.

Wendell was Purdue’s opening day starter and also started the Big Ten Tournament opener vs. Rutgers. He became the first new-
comer since Josh Lindblom in 2007 to start a season opener. Lindblom has pitched professionally since being drafted in the second
round in 2008. Wendell finished third on the team with 56 strikeouts in 56 2/3 innings to help the Boilermakers set team records
for strikeouts (479) and strikeouts per nine innings (9.57). Along with a 10-strikeout performance vs. lllinois State in his first start at
Alexander Field, he returned from a midseason injury to give the Boilermakers consecutive quality outings in big wins vs. Michigan
and at lowa. He also pitched in the NJCAA World Series with Indian Hills College before transferring to Purdue.

Hildebrand was a three-year letterwinner in the bullpen, joining the program as a sophomore transfer during the 2019-20 school
year. He pitched in 42 games during his career, leading the team in appearances in 2021 and being one of three Boilermakers to
make 20-plus appearances as a senior. The durable righthander made multiple appearances in four different series this season and
worked two-plus innings five times.


http://www.PurdueSports.com

