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Grace’s Briscoe Named Crossroads League AD of the Year for Fourth Time 

 

JACKSON, Mich. – Grace’s Chad Briscoe has been named the 2021-2022 Crossroads League Athletic Direc-
tor of the Year for the second-straight year and the fourth time during his tenure with the Lancers. 

 

“I am humbled to receive this award,” stated Briscoe. “It is a direct reflection of the tremendous coaches and 
student-athletes we have here at Grace and their commitment to working with Christian excellence throughout 
the year. I am thankful for the platform we have been given at Grace College to live out and share Christ in the 
arena of athletics. I serve alongside outstanding Athletic Directors in the league. They are all friends who work 
at an extremely high level, who sharpen me professionally and who work with excellence on a daily basis.” 

 

Briscoe was also heralded as the 2022 NAIA AD of the Year by NACDA, after his work during the 2021-2022 
year with the Lancers, as well as with various NAIA leadership positions. 

 

Under Briscoe’s guidance, Grace sent six teams to the NAIA National Championships during the current year, 
highlighted by the GC outdoor track and field programs posting their best seasons in school history and the 
men’s basketball program having its most successful season since 1991-1992. 

 

The successes carried over into the academic realm for Grace Athletics as well, with the Lancers seeing each 
varsity team achieve NAIA Scholar-Team status for a fifth-straight season and posting the highest department 
GPA in school history. 

 

Briscoe remains heavily involved with multiple national committees at the NAIA level as well, including serv-
ing as a member of the National Administrative Council. Briscoe also serves as the vice chair for the NAC’s 
Executive Committee, works as the NAC’s sport liaison for men’s basketball and holds a spot on the NAIA 
Men’s Basketball Selection Committee. 

 

The Crossroads League Athletic Director-of-the-Year honor is voted on by the 10 Athletic Directors from the 
Crossroads League and announced each summer. 

 

Crossroads League Athletic Director of the Year Recipients 
2021-2022 – Chad Briscoe, Grace 

2020-2021 – Chad Briscoe, Grace 

2019-2020 – Mark DeMichael, Indiana Wesleyan 

2018-2019 – Mark DeMichael, Indiana Wesleyan 

2017-2018 – Josh Gleason, Goshen 
2016-2017 – Chad Briscoe, Grace 
2015-2016 – Mark DeMichael, Indiana Wesleyan 
2014-2015 – Mark DeMichael, Indiana Wesleyan 
2013-2014 – Lori Culler, Huntington 
2012-2013 – Tim Demant, Goshen 

2011-2012 – Mark DeMichael, Indiana Wesleyan 
2010-2011 – Angie Fincannon, Taylor 

2009-2010 – Chad Briscoe, Grace 



Marian’s Huppert Repeats as Crossroads League SID of the Year 

 

JACKSON, Mich. – The Crossroads League announced on Monday that Mitch Hup-
pert of Marian University had been named its 2021-2022 Sports Information Director 
of the Year. The award is the second-straight for Huppert and the MU Sports Infor-
mation Department. 

 

“It is a true honor to be named the Crossroads League Sports Information Director of 
the Year for the second time in as many years,” said Huppert. “Our league has some of 
the best SIDs in the NAIA, and the work that each of them do have pushed me to bring 
my best each day. This year was extremely fun while challenging, working primarily 
as a one-man office while covering 26 sports for much of the year, and I give immense 
credit to Manager of Athletics Marketing Will Hunker, along with Marian faculty 
Mark Erdosy and Brett Cope, as well as my student-worker team for their help this 
year. I also would like to thank our Director of Athletics Steve Downing and Assistant 
AD Cassie Mackell, for their support working through this busy year. Without every-
one’s help and support, this honor is not possible. The privilege to work with the great 
student-athletes and coaches we have at Marian is truly unique, and I am thankful for 
their trust in me to travel with them and share their stories.” 

 

During the 2021-2022 year, Huppert and his department released over 740 articles and 
100 videos on MUKnights.com and its various social media platforms. Additionally, 
Huppert oversaw the hosting of four CL Championship events, served on the tourna-
ment committee for the CL Softball Tournament and helped Marian host NAIA Cham-
pionship events for women’s basketball, women’s soccer, volleyball and football. 

 

Huppert also took on extra responsibilities for Marian Athletics at various times during 
the 2021-2022 year, helping the department fill short-term vacancies within the Lead-
ership Team, as well as the Athletics Marketing offices. 

 

“I would like to congratulate Mitch on being named the CL SID of the Year,” said MU 
Director of Athletics Steve Downing. “He is not only a great SID, but he is a great ad-
ministrator as well. This department could not function without the abilities and skills 
that he brings day to day in helping me run this Athletics Department. All of our 
coaches and staff know how good of a SID Mitch is, and this honor is well deserved.” 

 

The Crossroads League Sports Information Director-of-the-Year award was voted on 
by Athletics Directors and Sports Information Directors from the Crossroads League. 

 

Crossroads League Sports Information Director/Department of-the-Year Recipients 
2021-2022 – Mitch Huppert, Marian 
2020-2021 – Mitch Huppert, Marian 
2019-2020 – Josh Neuhart, Grace 

2018-2019 – Chris Bauman, Spring Arbor 

2017-2018 – Zach Wadley, Marian 
2016-2017 – Seth Mikel, Taylor 
2015-2016 – Josh Neuhart, Grace 
2014-2015 – Seth Mikel, Taylor 
2013-2014 – Geoff Sherman, Marian 



Marian Claims 2021-2022 Crossroads League All-
Sports Trophy 

 

JACKSON, Mich. – In the tightest finish for the 
Crossroads League All-Sports Championship since 
2016-2017, Marian edged Indiana Wesleyan by 1.5 
points to take the 2021-2022 crown. The title marked 
the second-ever for the Knights, mirroring MU’s 
same narrow margin over IWU in that 2016-2017 
season. 

 

“I think it is a great honor to win the Crossroads 
League All-Sports Trophy because of how tough it is 
to win, and with how tough the competition is in the 
Crossroads League,” stated MU Director of Athletics 
Steve Downing. “To me, winning this speaks vol-
umes on the number of quality coaches we have and 
the job that they do. I really appreciate having them 
and the efforts they put in each year, which means an 
immense amount to not only myself but to our Presi-
dent (Daniel J. Elsener) as well.” 

 

Marian won regular season Crossroads League 
Championship in volleyball, women’s basketball, 
men’s indoor track, women’s indoor track, men’s 
bowling, men’s outdoor track and women’s outdoor 
track. The Knights backed up those seven champion-
ships with seven more second-place finishes and ulti-
mately finished top-three in the CL standings in 16-of
-20 sports during the 2021-2022 year. 

 

The top finishes led to 168.5 points in the CL All-
Sports Standings for Marian, setting a new league 
record for the highest point total and topping IWU 
(167.0) in the two-team race for the top spot. The 
Knights also secured the highest point total on the 
men’s side with 75.0 points and finished second in 
the women’s standings to Indiana Wesleyan with 
84.5 points. 

 

Points for the Crossroads League All-Sports Champi-
onship are awarded based on each team’s finish in the 
regular season standings, or for a team’s finish at the 
league championship event for the sports of cross 
country, golf, competitive cheer and indoor and out-
door track and field. A first-place finish earns 10 
points, with nine points for second, eight for third and 
so on, until each team is given a point value. 

FORT WAYNE, Ind. - Purdue Fort Wayne women's 
basketball head coach Maria Marchesano has an-
nounced coaching staff changes for the 2022-23 sea-
son. Jazmyne Geist has been promoted to the full-time 
third assistant coach role and Quincy Cunningham will 
fill the graduate assistant coach position. 
 
Geist takes over for Hannah Albrecht, who stepped 
away from the program to pursue other opportunities. 
The Fort Wayne native spent the last year as the gradu-
ate assistant coach for the Purdue Fort Wayne women's 
basketball program. In her first season with the Masto-
dons, Geist helped the program make a significant jump 
in nearly all statistical categories. The Mastodons won 
nine games, and seven in Horizon League play, both of 
which were the most for the program since the 2013-14 
season. Geist will assume her new role effective imme-
diately. 
 
"Jaz has done a great job for us this past year and I am 
excited to see her grow in this new 
role," Marchesano said. "She has a passion for this 
game and for this city, and has a great rapport with the 
kids in our program. Her responsibilities will change 
but I know her impact will continue to be felt as she 
spends more time on the court and with recruits." 
 

Cunningham spent the last year as a Player Develop-
ment Assistant for the University of Maryland women's 
basketball program. While Cunningham was working 
with Maryland, the Terrapins went 23-9 and went to the 
Sweet 16. The Terps also had five wins over AP Top 25 
teams. Cunningham assisted in individual player and 
team on-court workouts, served as a practice player, 
and assisted in film breakdowns. Maryland spent the 
entire season in the AP Top 25, climbing as high as No. 
2. 

 
"We are excited to bring Quincy on to our staff as a 
graduate assistant," Marchesano said. "He really stood 
out through the interview process first and foremost be-
cause of his energy and passion for this game, but on 
top of that he has a great background with working with 
the Maryland women's basketball team. The experience 
he gained being a part of their practice squad and han-
dling a lot of the scout team responsibilities will be a 
huge asset to our program." 
 

The first official day of the 2022-23 women's basketball 
season is on November 8. 

 


